























OUR LADY'S SPIRIT [CONTINUED FROM PAGE 39]

“That great day dawned ... summer sun, summer warmth,
summer green on all sides,” said one Sister Lioba, writing to
another CSJ studying at Oxford, “and through this loveliness
of combined beauty there passed from College Hall to the
Chapel of Our Lady of Victory the procession of dedication. ...
The seminarians sang the litany all the way down the aisle.
... Some of the college girls were ushers in the true sense of
the word, for they seated a throng which must have num-
bered 1,000. All the pews were full with six in a pew besides
hundreds of chairs.”

Decades later, Our Lady of Victory continues to draw the
community, both within and beyond the campus gates.
Svatek, the campus ministry director, praises the Chapel’s
“both-and” quality, the way it holds up the University’s
Catholic identity while promoting a mission of inclusion for
everyone, of any faith.

“The Chapel doesn’t have Catholic paintings, a prominent
Catholic-style crucifix or ranks of statues,” says Daniels, the
art gallery director. “It's a place where our Protestant students
and our Jewish, Muslim and Hindu students don't feel ex-
cluded. And its simplicity helps create a mood of peacefulness
that's very conducive to its mission as a chapel, a place for
meditation as well as celebration. | love ornate churches, but
sometimes they can be distracting when [ am trying to pray.”

Our Lady of Victory does have its share of Catholic and
Christian imagery — some subtle, some bold. In addition to
the statues of the Virgin and St. Joseph, of course, are the
colorful Christ the King window and the freestanding altar,
with its resonant quote from the book of Revelation: “Behold,
I make all things new.”

The floor tiles, which are from the Nemadji works in
Moose Lake, near Duluth, Minnesota, are decorated with mo-
tifs of three — three leaves, three fleurs-de-lis and a triangle,
all representing the Trinity. The capitals of the interior
columns are adorned with the symbols of the Evangelists,
with a phoenix — for resurrection — and with acanthus
leaves, which evoke the Garden of Eden.

And there’s a capital with a peacock on it, too, which
stands for eternal life. The ancients believed the peacock’s
flesh did not decay and that the bird renewed all its feathers
yearly. In antiquity it was associated with Juno, queen of the
gods; in more recent times, the peacock has been equated
with an aesthetic pride, a fierce love of authentic beauty.

In that way, the peacock is a fitting symbol of the making
of the Chapel: the proper pride and joy of a powerful woman
who wished to say to the world that her College — now her
University — was here for the ages, for the glory of God and
for the advancement of the human race.

JON SPAYDE is a 5t. Paul-based writer, editor and actor. His latest book is
How to Believe: Teachers and Seekers Show the Way to a Modern, Life-

Changing Faith (Random House). His blog on spirituality and the creative
process can be found at creatorspirit. blogspot.com.
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Open Arms

n addition to her splendor and rich history, Our Lady of Victory
Chapel offers sacred ritual and serves as cherished space for
reflection and prayer.

She opens her doors and invites St. Kate’s students, faculty, staff
and neighbors to share in the Liturgy of the Mass every Sunday
morning. She opens her arms to those who wish to celebrate in
ways both secular and religious — as well as to those who need to
grieve, to weep and to heal.

The Chapel serves as a touchstone for graduates who have come
before and the graduates who are yet to come as each receives a
hood during the Commencement celebration, signifying discipline,
academic achievement and community.

Whatever the occasion, Our Lady of Victory speaks to the heart
and spirit in each of us. Among the events traditionally held in the
Chapel during the academic year are the faculty/staff awards cere-
mony, concerts for the Women's Chorale, the Doctor of Physical
Therapy White Coat and Pledge Ceremony, and the Social Work
Initiation Ritual.

In addition to the Sunday Liturgy, religious celebrations include
prayer vigils for people in the community, Advent Vespers, Christmas
Eve Mass and the Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil).

— Maha El-Wailli
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ABOVE: Advent Vespers service. TOP: New-student orientation.
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